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EARTHWORKS

”Put a Dog on It”- Well Maybe
A Sunday CBS Early 
morning show had 
a piece about a Pub 
in Portland, OR that 
donates its profits 
to local non-profit 
organizations.  After 
the customer orders, 
they’re allowed to 
choose from a list of 
where the donation 
goes. It seemed like 
the most popular 
choice was one that 
had a ‘Dog’ on the 
logo.  A little more 
investigating by the 
reporter revealed 
that the same  ‘put a 

dog on it’ idea worked well for a lot 
or organizations or causes.  A similar 
idea, featured in a comedy series 
about Portland, said for attention 
‘put a bird on it.’ 
Logos try to capture the perception 
of which one views the company 
or organization.  As a club we’ve 
developed several logos, as seen 
on our website and other things that 
we display.

Even the National Park Service has changed its logo in 
recent years.  On the NPS Arrowhead the script ‘Department 
of the Interior’ was removed and later the grass field area on 
which the Bison stands was made 
larger. Probably an insignificant 
change to most people but to the 
NPS it was and is important.
Now we’re not a large non-profit 
and we didn’t spend any money 
on our logo’s, but people see us 
wearing certain things to show 
that we are a club.  When looking 

Continued on Page 2

Trail Work Day Plans - February 11, 
2017
KMTC is hosting our February 11th Trail Day, starting @ 
8:30 am and to be completed no later then 1:00 pm. 
Please come to check in, starting around 8:15 am & 
assemble @ Illinois Monument parking lot on Cheatham 
Hill Drive off Dallas Hwy.
Our planned work activity will consist of trail grooming 
along the Cease Fire Trail from the canon situated close 
to the gate along paved road to and beyond the Illinois 
Monument. Also, trail work to be performed from the first 
canon site upon entering Cheatham Hill Drive to Dallas 
Hwy. We’ll also align the stack rail fencing as needed 
along the road and entrance area both sides of Dallas Hwy. 
 
All tools, material and equipment are provided. KMTC has 
used gloves for your use during work (may choose to bring 
own), we also provide water and snacks.
Please see website:  
   www.kennesawmountaintrailclub.org,
Pre-register and  bring completed registration to the check in site. 
 
We’re looking forward to a safe and productive Trail Day.
Thank you for your participation and support.

Crew Leader Training Class
We are planning a Crew Leader Training Class for Saturday, 
February 25th, from 8:45 am to 4:00 pm in the Visitor Center 
conference room.  Doughnuts & coffee will be available at 
8:30 am and pizza will be served for lunch.
This class will teach new crew leaders the basics of trail 
maintenance leadership within the rules of the park. It is 
also open to current crew leaders who would like to refresh 
their skills.
Interested persons should contact Doug Tasse. You must 
be at least 18 years old and commit to be present to 
lead at least 11 of our next 12 monthly trail days. Class 
size is limited so please get your spot reserved soon. 

http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
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 “Earthworks” is published monthly by the Kennesaw 
Mountain Trails Club. 
  Editor: Fred Feltmann  
    770-516-9120
  E-mail: faf1948@bellsouth.net
Additional Volunteers needed! Call today!

at our website, Facebook or 
reading handouts or maybe 
given a business card, they’ll 
recognize us being valid.
That big grass field on the NPS 
Arrowhead logo represents 
that there is so much more 
that the NPS cares for.  KMTC 
has the National Battlefield 
Park to care for; it’s a valuable 
relationship that we have 
with the park.  Check out our 
signage and logo’s and you’ll see.
Yes, we could easily have a Dog on our logo; ever been to 
the park when you didn’t see one?
We could even have a Chicken, as ever so often one struts 
through the park. But see our signs and see the happy 
volunteers. We’re non-profit, we like to help and we know 
our history and value the goodwill created by helping to 
keep Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park a place 
of history, a place for community service and a place for all 
to come.
Thanks,

‘Dog’ Tasse
President – Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club

“Put A Dog On  It”....
Continued from Page 1

Alright, Alright –OK Trail Day
Don’t want to completely use Matthew McConaughey’s 
famous phrase because he wasn’t there.  However, ‘okay’ 
you people did it. Figure that we’re finished performing Trail 
Day’s on Kennesaw Mtn backside trail (from cannons atop 
the Mountain to the Mtn Rd). We initially planned to work 
there for three (3) Trail Days; that objective came true on 
January 14, 2017  Because of the cold and icy trail conditions 
we skipped the December Trail Day. But, that was a good 
thing as it gave the trail time to settle  from previous progress 
and the ground became better to work with.
If you came to our Trail Day, ‘Thank You.’  We had to make 
some last minute changes in registration; mainly to utilize 
emergency parking to facilitate our volunteers. This move did 
cause some confusion and frayed nerves but we did have 
a good turnout and had around 100 people join in. There 
was a sizable number of people performing invasive plant 
cutting at a bottom area activity field.  Everyone else either 
took the shuttle bus or hiked to the mountain top.

We were able to complete trail work from last time’s stopping 
point to the Mtn Top. There were rocks moved from the trail 
tread & rocks installed for reinforcement along the trail side 
and fill in. We used purchased rocks that had to be hauled  
own from the Mtn top and carried buckets of dirt that was  
Gatored to safe drop off point. Pretty major work all in all. 
And most importantly all performed Safely! (Oh, and there 
were a tremendous number of smiles.)
For those of you who worked when we first started on the 
trail until this trail day; you’ve noticed the big difference that 
has been made. This was a very rough and imposing trail 
section; used by very many visitors. It still has the intrigue 
and interest of being a demanding trail but is now so much 
better.
There are a few more small repairs to be performed and 
hopefully a Scout or other small group will soon tend to 
those.
We did receive an NPS Grant to buy material and supplies 
for this job. Getting that grant required the cooperation of 
the Park Staff and leaders of the Trail Club to get a plan 
together;  thankfully it was approved. You all have helped 
us fulfill our pledge to spend the money wisely and to make 
this trail better for the public along with it being a great 
community service experience.
One more thing, “Alright”!

Doug Tasse 
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A Special Thanks!
Each year we have various groups who come out and help 
us.  Henceforth, we will make every attempt to list your group 
here for the current/past fiscal year.  If you are participating 
as a group, be sure to let us know when you are registering!
Following is a list, in alphabetical order, of the groups who 
participated during Fiscal 2016 (October 2015- September 
2016) and Fiscal 2017 (October 2016 - Present):

FY 2016
20’s and 30’s Hikers 
Allatoona HS Beta Club
Allatoona HS National Honor Society
Allatoona HS NJROTC 
Atlanta Outdoor Club
Bank Of America 
Boy Scout Troop 4 Eagle Scout Project, Kennesaw, GA
Boy Scout Troop 29
Boy Scout Troop 75
Boy Scout Troop 75, Eagle Scout Project
Boy Scout Troop 252, Eagle Scout Project
Boy  Scout Troop 422
Boy Scout Troop 479 - Eagle  
 Scout Project
Cub Scout Pack 353
Cub Scout Pack 405
Cub Scout Pack 1714
Bank Of America
Boy Scout Troop 75, Eagle Scout Project
Boy Scout Troop 565, Eagle Scout Project
Boy Scout Troop 795,  Eagle Scout Project
Boy Scout Troop 1011,  Eagle Scout Project
Boy Scout Troop 1776
Community First Service Day (From New Zealand)
Cub Scout Pack 995
East Paulding High School  AFJROTC
Flight Works
Fresenius Medical Care Group
Hillgrove HS NJROTC
Jr. Civitan International Group (200 participants)
Kennesaw Mountain HS  Key Club
Kennesaw Mountain HS NJROTC
KSU Accounting Class 4600
Kennesaw State University -  Greek Day 
Kennesaw State University - Volunteer KSU
Kennesaw State University - Omega Phi Alpha Fraternity
Kennesaw State University - KSUZTA Sorority
Kennesaw State University

Marietta HS National Honor Society
Marietta HS Skills USA
Martha Stewart Bulloch Society Children of the American   
 Revolution
Mountain Road Elementary School Beta Club
McClesky YMCA
McEachern HS Beta Club
McEachern HS Robotics Team
Northwest Atlanta YMCA
Phobio
Pope High School National Honor Society
REI
U.S.  Navy Reservists 
Venturing Crew 1011
Woodstock HS NJROTC

FY 2017
Campbell HS Beta Club
Cub Scout Pack 11
Cub Scout Pack 405
Campbell High School Beta Club
Kennesaw Mtn HS NJROTC
KSU
KSU Honors Beta Club
McEachern HS Beta Club
Woodstock JROTC
 
The following groups participated during January: (Except 
as noted, there were over 100 Volunteers, Crew Leaders 
and Trail Ambassadors at the January Work Day.

Hillgrove High School NJROTC KSU
Kennesaw Mountain HS Key Club (1/28/17)
Boy Scout Troop 252
Boy Scout Troop 540 - Eagle Scout Project (1/16/17)
Woodstock High School NJROTC

http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
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Mark Your Calendars!
Upcoming Work Day Schedule:  
Our trail work days are open to the public on the 2nd 
Saturday of each month and are a wonderful way to get 
outside & enjoy nature while helping preserve the national 
park for future visitors. 
Registration for February 11th, 2017 will be at the Parking 
lot  on Cheatham Hill Dr., near the Illinois Monument. It will 
open around 8:15 am and we will assemble and begin at 8:30 
am and usually are finished by 1:00 p.m.  Activities usually 
include the use of shovels, rakes, picks, and other tools to 
fix erosion problems on the 20+ mile trail system.  Please do 
not wear open-toed shoes.  Long pants are recommended.
Weather conditions can change quickly.  We value our 
volunteers’ health, comfort and safety so to promote safer 
work conditions, we’ll cancel work days if there’s a high 
probability of precipitation.  If we must cancel a workday, 
we’ll post an announcement on the front page of the KMTC 

website at: www.kennesawmountaintrailclub.org  
If your school, church, business, or community organization 
would like to schedule a special work day as a team 
building or public service activity, e-mail us at kmtctrails@
kennesawmountaintrailclub.org at least 4 weeks in 
advance. Trail work can be performed any day of the week.
We work closely with the Park Service and assist 
the park staff by providing critically needed volunteer 
effort to install signs, build bridges, and maintain the 
20+ miles of trails. Since our beginning in 2002, the 
Trail Club has donated over 45,000 volunteer hours 
to Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park. 
 
We hope to see you at a work day soon!

Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club Calendar
Date  Time  Location  Event
February, 2017
2/11 8:30 am - 1 pm   Illinois Monument  Trail Work Day
2/25 8:45 am - 4 pm   Visitor Center  Crew Leader Training Class

See Page 6/7 for additional NPS-sponsored events for the month of February!
March, 2017
3/11   8:30 am - 1 pm          TBD
3/26 2 pm -   Visitor Center  Trail Ambassador Orientation - see below)

Register for 
Our Work 
Days!
Be sure to register 
online for our Work 
Days at http://vols.
pt/ePEkfb.  By registering, we can be better prepared with 
the amount of tools, bottled water, gloves, etc. on hand.

Trail Ambassador Orientation
Ladies and Gentlemen:
The next Trail Ambassador orientation is Sunday, March 26th, at 2:00 PM in the Visitor Center.  If you are interested 
in becoming a Trail Ambassador,  please let me know at your earliest convenience if you plan to attend or get more 
information about the program and what it entails. 
Best Regards

Janie Brier
Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club

Trail Ambassador Director
678-231-5049

http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
www.kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
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Think Fifteen (15) for Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club
Please pay attention, or as I like to say:  LISTEN UP! (Read this….please)
For almost the last four years, I’ve served as the Trail Director.  While performing as a volunteer, along with 
several thousand others over the years, we’ve made significant improvements to Kennesaw Mountain NBP.  
I believe that we’ll all agree that we enjoy aiding the park.
While many of our projects are funded by the park, there is frequently a need to supplement with additional   
money to complete our work.  I’m sure that you, like me, enjoy showing off all the work volunteers have done.  
The funds from the Park do help with the upkeep, but without our volunteer labor, the park simply would not 
be as it is today and what it will be in the future.
We need money for our uncommitted funds; this money is used to cover additional expenses for our projects, 
the purchase and maintenance of both tools and equipment, gloves, water, snacks and other associated  
expenses.  Also, we have corporation and insurance costs to cover.  Please keep in mind that we are an all-
volunteer organization, no paid staff or board members.  All donations  to the Trail Club support our work 
at the park, and are tax deductible.  
We are a nationally recognized club - having been presented the highest award in the National Park Service 
in 2014, “The Hartzog Award for Volunteer Group.”
I appreciate everyone who worked with me on the trails.  Now, as club president, I still need your help.  To 
everyone who comes and works, thank you.  To everyone that supports our club, thank you too.  We need 
everyone to donate.
As we approach our fifteenth year, I ask you to please think ‘15’, like $15..  $30..  $45…..  $150… $1500.     
Get the idea?  Together we’ve done good work and had a good time but now we need your help to 
continue!!!   Pease send your tax deductible contribution to: 
Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club*                                                        
Attn: Tom Okerberg
Whitlock Accounting Services 
739 Kennesaw Avenue NW
Marietta, Ga.  30060

Donate Online: by using Guidestar on the Trail Club website
http://www.kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
 
* Corporate name is KEMO Trail Corps, Inc., a  501(c)(3) organization.
ALSO: Please check with employers about matching donations.

Think Fifteen ($)
Thank you,

Doug Tasse
KMTC President 

http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
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Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park
Upcoming Interpretive Programs

**All park programming is free and open to the public.  No registration required.  Programs start at 
Visitor Center except when noted otherwise.

Everyday @ 1:00 pm 
Ranger Led Museum Tour

Join a Kennesaw Mountain Park Ranger for an in-depth exploration of our museum chronicling 
the events surrounding the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain.

February
February 4 @ 11:30 am - 12:00 pm ‘Atlanta Campaign Map Talk’

This 30 minute Ranger-led program focuses on the 1864 Atlanta Campaign and how the Union and 
Confederate forces moved through the North Georgia countryside to the city of Atlanta.  This pro-

gram will also utilize the various interpretive maps and signs of the Visitor Center.

February 5 & 18 @ 11:30 am - 12:00 pm ‘Civil War Artillery Talk’
This 30 minute Ranger-led program discusses the differences between Civil War artillery pieces 

and how these differences changed warfare during the American Civil War.

February 11 @ 11:30 am - 12:00 pm ‘Life of the Common Soldier’
Life for the common infantry soldier during the Atlanta Campaign was less than ideal. Come out 
and enjoy an interactive Ranger presentation that will utilize various reproduced props and per-

sonal items to illustrate how soldiers lived and fought on the campaign trail in 1864. 

February 12 @ 11:30 am- 12:00 pm ‘Shaping Lincoln: Abraham Lincoln 
Before his Presidency’

In recognition of Abraham Lincoln’s 208th Birthday, this 30 minute Ranger-led program discusses 
Abraham Lincoln prior to his presidency and what shaped the 16th President of the United States of America. 

February 19 @ 11:30 am- 12:00 pm ‘The Importance of NPS Battlefields’
This 30 minute Ranger led program discusses the importance of preserving historic battlefields and 

the preservation efforts taken by the National Park Service.

February 25 @ 11:30 am- 1:30 pm ‘Guided 24-Gun Battery Hike’
Come out and enjoy a Ranger led guided hike to the site of the Union 24-gun Battery.  This hike 
will focus on the local and Civil War history of the area, as well as the ecology of the area.  This is 

an outdoor program, so please prepare accordingly.  The length of the hike will be approximately 3 
miles, moderately strenuous, and will be weather dependent.

http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
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February 26 @ 2:00 pm- 3:00 pm ‘Guided Mountaintop Hike’

Join us for a ranger hike to the top of Big Kennesaw Mountain. The hike will focus on the local and 
Civil War history, as well some of the ecology of the area.  This is an outdoor program, so please 

prepare accordingly.  Length of the hike will be approximately 2 miles, strenuous, and will be 
weather dependent.

* The Every Kid in a Park program is targeted at 4th graders.

** Outdoor programs (Living History programs and hikes) may be cancelled in the 
occurrence of inclement weather).

*** For more program details, please contact Visitor Center at 770-427-4686, ext. 0, or visit our website at 
www.nps.gov/kemo

Invasive Plant Removal - An Ongoing 
Mission
And the work continues on the removal of privet.  Cam 
Graham and other volunteers (Bob Brier among them), 
pulled over 850 plants over the 3-day period of January 
31 - February 2, 2017 in Activity Field 1.  There are still a 
lot areas to work on throughout the Park.  We will definitely 
have at least one crew working on this issue on most of our 
second Saturday work days.

Fred Feltmann

Before and after photos by Cam Graham

http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
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January 14, 2017 Work Day Photos
Photos by Fred Feltmann

http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
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Rick Valero Eagle Scout Project/
Donald Old’s 100th Coordinated 
Project!
Photos by Fred Feltmann

http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
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Invasive Plant Removal Program - 
January 14, 2017
22 Second Saturday volunteers, two crew leaders and 
one Trail Ambassador for a total of 96 volunteer 
hours.

•         Volunteers cut and pulled privet plants. Crew 
leaders applied herbicide to all cut trunks. 

•         Work area:  Activity Field 2.
•         Work accomplished:  Cleared area approximate-

ly 150 feet long and 25 feet wide along the side 
of Activity Field closest to the Old 41 Parking 
Lot.

•         Estimated number of plants controlled:  3,500.
•         Work remaining:  Several large privet trees will 

require chain saw to cut.  Broadcast herbicide 
for a number of very small plants not pulled by 
volunteers.

•         See attached photos:  “Before, during and after.”  
(See page 11.)

A special thank you to Jay Haney and Spencer 
McAllister for service as Trail Ambassador and Crew 
Leader respectively.  

I will continue focusing on the remaining 100+ foot 
privet stand and smaller stands located along the old 
roadbed on the other side of the field.  
Regards,

Cam Graham

Photos by Cam Graham.  Invasive Plant crew working on 
January 14th in Activity Field 2.

http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
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Congratulations Jordan Gay!
Jordan has been hired as a 
chemical engineer at Lumisyn, 
LLC; an LED research facility.  
Jordan said that this was a 
highly competitive job search. 
He  had  f ou r  l e t t e r s  o f 
recommendation and wrote 
that the company asked for one 
more.  Jordan was a camp leader 
for the Student Conservation 
Association that worked at the 
park last summer. We gladly 
supplied the letter and he got 
the job. Jordan’s leadership 
was outstanding our KMTC 
recommendation put him on top. 
Our volunteers and trail helpers 
are the best.  Working in the 
dirt will and has paid off! 
Way to go Jordan (also an 
Eagle Scout).

Congratulations, Ricky Valero!
(And Kudos to Donald Olds As Well)
On January 16th, 2017, Ricky Valero, Troop 540, completed 
his Eagle Scout Project on a section of trail below the 
Mountain Road through the first saddle between it and Little 
Kennesaw Mountain.  His project involved trail features to 
direct water off the trail and to clear brush and small trees 
along the earthworks in the area.  Thanks!
The Eagle Scout candidate must identify a project, 
coordinate all of the logistics and provide leadership for 
the youth participating in his project.  He relies on the Adult 
Leaders of the Troop to provide general guidance and 
support.  He coordinates with the Club’s representative to 
make sure the dates are set, and materials and tools are 
available for the project.
The Club’s role in these Eagle Scout Projects, and other 
Scout (Girl and Boy) service projects is to provided oversight 
and coordination with the National Park Service Staff and 
to provide logistic support regarding any tools and material 
needed for the project.  This takes quite a bit of effort and 
dedication.  This is where Donald Olds comes in.  This 
was his 100th Eagle Project since taking on this position 
approximately 4 years ago!
So congratulations to Ricky on his journey to becoming an 
Eagle Scout and to Donald Olds for helping 100 Eagle Scout 
candidates reach this goal!  (And thanks to the NPS Staff, 
whose support makes all of this possible!)

Invasive Plant Update
January 16, 2017, I spent four hours working in Activity Field 
2 preparing for our upcoming January 28, 2017 work day 
with the Kennesaw Mountain High School Key Club.

• The work day is planned for the same large privet 
stand we worked in last Saturday, January 14th. 
Volunteers will use hand tools to cut privet. In 
addition, smaller privet will be pulled.  Privet will be 
stacked away from the field in the adjoining drainage 
ditch.

•  I cut two pathway areas setting up boundaries and 
access corridors for our volunteers. I am planning 
on creating at least two additional pathway corridors 
before January 28th - see photos.

Approximately 500 plants were removed today including a 
number of small plants pulled by hand. Stumps were treated 
with herbicide as necessary.

Cam Graham

Above - “After” photo
Below - “Before” photo - photos by Cam Graham - 1/16/17

http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
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Contact List - Updated 1/24/2017
Position       name    e-mail

President       Doug Tasse   president@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org  
Vice President      Curt Spinney  vp@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org 
Secretary       Anne Strand*  secretary@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Treasurer       Tom Okerberg  treasurer@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Historian       Rusty Bradley  historian@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Director, Program Planning   Vacant    programplanning@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org 
Trails Director      Ken Hale   trails@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Membership Director    Vacant    membership@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Director  (Scouts)     Donald Olds  director@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Communications Director   Fred Feltmann  comdirector@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Newsletter Editor     Fred Feltmann  comdirector@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Information/Technology Director  Jerry Givan   webmaster@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Trail Ambassador Director   Janie Brier*   ambassador@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Plants Director      Danny Leigh  plants@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Fundraising Director    Bruce Rugg   fundraising@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org

Website            http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org/
Facebook Page          http://www.facebook.com/kmtcsocial
Volunteer Sign-up website*      http://vols.pt/ePEkfb
 * updated

Invasive Plant Removal - 1/28/17
My report for Saturday, Jan 28, 2017:
•       Nine KMH Key Club volunteers, one crew leader and one Trail Ambassador for 

a total of 39 volunteer hours.

•       Volunteers cut, pulled and stacked privet plants. Crew leader applied herbicide 
to all cut trunks. 

•        Work area:  Activity Field 1 - Area closest to the Visitor Center near the railroad 
tracks

•       Work accomplished:  Cleared area approximately 100 feet long and 25 feet wide 

•         Estimated number of plants controlled:  1,500 including many pulled small plants

•      Work remaining:  A few small Privet plants remain to be pulled and will be 
removed during our next work day.

A special thank you to Karen Petrella and Jack Ward. Karen provided Trail 
Ambassador support, as well as, expert plant removal. Jack contributed 
volunteer service on behalf of the West Cobb Kiwanis Club.  West Cobb 
Kiwanis provides sponsorship for the Kennesaw Mountain High School 

Key Club.
Our next KMH Key Club work 
day is Saturday March 4, 2017. 
Our goal: To continue working 
in Activity Field 1 removing 
remaining Privet in the area closest to the Visitor Center.

Cam Graham Photos by Cam Graham.
From the top:  First group of KMH Key Club Volunteers - the 
before shot.
Second photo - area at completion of project.
On left: Second group of KMH Key Club volunteers after 
project.
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Sponsors/Partners Corner
Many thanks to our Sponsors and Partners for their 
support!

http://americanhiking.org

March Newsletter Deadline
If you wish to have an article published in the March 
Newsletter, please submit it to Fred Feltmann at  
faf1948@bellsouth.net no later than February 
20th!

http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
http://americanhiking.org
http://www.handsonatlanta.org/
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