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Annual Business Meeting

The KMTC Annual Business Meeting was held Saturday,
September 26, 2009, at the Kennesaw Mountatin
Battlefield National Park Visitor Center, with 22 members
in attendance. A summary of the year’s activities may be
found on page 9, the Annual Business Meeting Minutes
on page 7 and the slate of officers elected follows:
The following Club members were elected as officers of
the Club by acclamation at the September 26th Annual
Business Meeting:
President		
				
Vice President		
			
Secretary/ Historian			
Treasurer						
Trails Supervisor				
Development Director 			
Communications Director
Outreach Director				
Membership Director 			
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A Recommendation Regarding
the Kennesaw Mountain
Battlefield National Park Trail
Management Plan Proposals
By Richard Angeli

Trail Management Plan Recommendations
In general we support Preliminary Alternative #5 for the trail
plan. We would like to see additional clarification of which
trails would be equestrian accessible in the final plan. The
following represents our best thinking about issues that we
would like to see addressed in the final plan:

Planning Premises
1. Design trails to open access to additional historical
features of the park
2. Design trails in anticipation of possible future types of
visitation
3. Build safe trails for all visitors
4. Build trails providing accessibility for most visitors
5. Build trails to maximize sustainability and minimize
maintenance
6. Tie the park together with a complete loop.
7. Extend equestrian access

Specific Solutions
24 Gun Battery
Would like to see the 24 Gun Battery Trail connect to the
new mountain trail away from the Visitor Center which would
allow equestrian access to the 24 Gun Battery Loop.

Western Extension
Would prefer to see the 24 Gun Battery Trail extended past
all of the Union rifle pits and earth works along the western
edge of the park from Gilbert Road to Burnt Hickory. This
would require a 2nd trail underpass crossing Burnt Hickory
Rd to connect to the planned trail on the south side of Burnt
Hickory.
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Recommendations - Continued From Page
1

This trail provides a needed link to connect the entire park
in a continuous loop that may be accessible to all visitors.
Mountain Trail
The trail from the Visitor Center to the Top of Big Kennesaw
is the most heavily travelled foot path in the park. It is largely
used by inexperienced “Tourist” walkers. We see people in
Sunday Church attire, flip flops, and pushing baby strollers
attempting to walk to the top of the mountain. It is absolutely
necessary that this trail be “flattened” (i.e. a slope of no
more than 8-10%) and smoothed to support these type of
visitors. Ideally a trail that would be wheel chair accessible
would support the wide variety of visitors that want to see
the natural and historical features of the mountain.
There is a need to eliminate the fall line trail segment along
the earthworks above the fire road. The trail segment is
too steep for visitor safety, and cannot be maintained with
reasonable sustainability. We recognize that access to
the earthworks makes the existing trail a primary positive
control point for the trail design. The new plan that utilizes
the original carriage road offers new opportunities for
interpretation of the challenges faced by the confederate
army in moving artillery to the top of the mountain.
In terms of environmental impact it should not be necessary
to build and maintain two trail segments through the same
area of the park. Our goal should be to minimize visitor
impact on the natural environment.
In terms of visitor accessibility, the carriage road route will
allow construction on the contour, and at a grade that is
within generally acceptable guidelines for providing access
to visitors with disabilities. One of the proposed designs
allows for a gradual incline that would allow disabled access
from the Visitor Center to the Parking area at the top of
the mountain. In addition, building the trail on the contour
and with a more gradual slope will make the trail more
sustainable, and provide for better drainage.
As shown on the map there are multiple paths shown
that need to be simplified into a single route that protects
the environment, and provides the maximum practical
accessibility for all visitors.
Little Kennesaw
The fall line social trail on Little Kennesaw has been
repeatedly closed over several years. This trail will be
“Earthworks” is published monthly by the Kennesaw
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difficult to keep closed because there are important control
points that visitors will always want to access. There is a
lovely overlook near the top of the trail, and there is a really
interesting collection of boulders close to the bottom. In
addition, the current trail across the top of the ridge is built
on the fall line, and has problems with exposure to the
elements,
We propose to move the existing trail off the top of the ridge,
and put it on the contour so that it goes from gap to gap
by way of the overlook on the side of the hill. We would
also recommend replacing the fall line social trail with an
aggressively sloped trail that passes above the boulder
group at the base and connects to the main trail at the gap
below Ft. Mc Bride. This would provide a safe maintainable
trail that addresses the needs of the segment of visitors
that is looking for a more strenuous workout and hopefully
encourage the people who are constantly re-opening unsafe
closed trails on other parts of Little Kennesaw to move their
activity to a much safer and maintained location.
Burnt Hickory to Dallas Highway
3 Trails to Noses Creek
The map shows 3 parallel trails connecting between
Burnt Hickory Road and Dallas highway. In the interest of
environmental protection, we recommend that there only be
the service road that connects to Bridge #10 and one of the
two Noses Creek trails be supported and maintained.
Livery Stable Access
One of the social trails proposed to be closed on the western
edge of the park connects to a livery stable that is used by
many of the equestrians who are regular users of the park
as well as community volunteers that spend many hours
supporting the maintenance of the trail system by working
regularly with the Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club. We
believe that this trail should be connected to the trail system,
and designated as a part of the trail system.
We see a potential for a future enhancement to the NPS
interpretive programs by providing guided equestrian tours
of the park.
Dallas Highway to Powder Springs Street
Access to Historic Fort Site
There is a site of an historic fort, we believe near the Clark
Subdivision on the east side of the Park, that should be
open to visitation and interpretation. The map does not
show the proposed loop trail that would give visitors access
to the site.
Trail Along Powder Springs Road
The established trail through the Meadow adjacent to
Powder Springs Road from the intersection of Cheatham
Hill road is badly rutted and contains 3 separate very deeply
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Trail Maintenance Report 9/12/09

2nd Saturday Workday, October 10, 2009
Park Service area
Time: 8:30 AM – 1:30 PM
Continue trail maintenance and other projects depending on the
number of volunteers available.
2nd Saturday Workday, November 14, 2009
Park Service area
Time: 8:30 AM – 1:30 PM
Continue trail maintenance and other projects depending on the
number of volunteers available.
2nd Saturday Workday, December 12, 2009
Park Service area
Time: 8:30 AM – 1:30 PM
Continue trail maintenance and other projects depending on the
number of volunteers available.

More Volunteer Opportunities

If your local school, church, business, or community organization
would like to schedule a work day in the park as a team building
or public service activity, please e-mail us at kmtctrails@
kennesawmountaintrailclub.org at least 4 weeks in advance.
Activities can be tailored to your group and can range from using
picks & shovels to create proper drainage, to trimming back bushes
& small trees from the trail, to picking up litter (unfortunately there
are still some folks who throw their trash out car windows).

Recommendations - Continued From Page 2
worn treads. We recommend relocation of this trail to
proceed along the western edge of the park boundary, and
widening the tread to support the passage of multiple visitors
and horses. This will result in a more aesthetically pleasing
and a more maintainable trail, and provide easier access for
park maintenance personnel mowing the meadow.
Comfort Station Near Horse Parking Area
The lack of “Comfort Facility” in the area of the Horse
Trailer Parking area has created an environmental and
sanitation issue in the island, and in the areas surrounding
the parking area. We recommend adding an additional
Comfort Station possibly in the vicinity of Bridge #17 to
address this problem.
Ideally there should be a comfort Station directly adjacent to
the Horse Trailer Parking if it could be accomplished without
creating a nuisance problem for NPS law enforcement, and
maintenance staff.

T

his month’s 2nd Saturday work day brought out
a really great group. There were 125 volunteers
(including a large contingent from Kennesaw State U
- Omega Phi Alpha woman’s service sorority brought a group
and Kappa Sigma men’s social fraternity (42 members) and 16 students from the Omega Academy)!

T

wo goals were set. One was to correct drainage and
errosion problems on the lowest segmemt of the Big
Kennesaw walk-up trail. The other goal was to remove
invasive plants and prune along the old Brumby CCC Camp
road from the start at Kennesaw Ave. up to and including the
camp circle. Both projects completed successfully thanks
to having enough volunteers.

H

aving a big group of volunteers really underscored
our current sub-project for buying more of the tools
we use the most. This is well underway and until
then, we will continue to share tools at the more physical
tasks, which is probably a good thing to do anyways..

O

ne of the toughest tasks we do is moving large rocks
to build rock steps. It is always amazing that we get
a few really strong young people who put in their “all”
to help do this. The group from Kennesaw College moved
a rock into place that most thought was just too big. This
rock rivaled the rock that the Lockheed-Martin volunteers
moved several months back.

A

nother thing that seems to be becoming important
is having enough water for everyone. I would like
to encorage volunteers to each bring a large water
bottle and maybe some mid-morning snacks with them.
Even as cooler days are approaching, we still need to keep
hydrated while we do the physical things to help make our
trails better.

Scott Mackay

Proposed Trail Management
Plan Options

You can see the proposed planning material at http://
parkplanning.nps.gov/KEMO.
There are 5 proposed options - from doing nothing to a whole
host of new trails, bridges, and other items. The National
Park Service will be accepting comments through October
2, 2009. Comments can be left on the website - there is
a link to NPS for this purpose. Hopefully Richard Angeli’s
evaluation will give you a start on how to evaluate the various
proposals and make your own decisions and comments.
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Photo Essay
By
Richard Angeli
August, 2009
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And Then The Rains
Came....9/23/09
Fred Feltmann

These are only a few of areas
that were affected. I’m sure
there are a lot more that we
didn’t have time to survey
on the 23rd. If there are
any other areas that need
immediate attention, let us
know!!!
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Trail Club Shirts and
Merchandise Available

http://www.cafepress.com/kennesaw_trails
100% Cotton Denim Embroidered Shirt $35.00
Support your club and
Kennesaw Mountain
National Battlefield Park
by showing the colors.
We have a selection of
shirts both long-sleeved
and short-sleeved
available in our online
Gear Store. 20% of the
purchase price of any
of our products goes
directly to support the
park.
The yellow tee shirt ($17.99) with the club logo on the
back has become the default standard uniform shirt for
trail workdays. The bright yellow color stands out in the
woods, and the logo is clearly visible when you are bent
over swinging a Pulaski or a MacCloud.
We can make bulk orders for 15+ of the yellow shirts and
get them for $10.00 each delivered. If you would like to
have one or more shirts at this price, e-mail Jay Dement at
jay.dement@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org with your
name, size, and quantity of shirts. We’ll place an order when
we have 15 or more orders, and you can pay on delivery.

Reporting Your Hours An Important Aspect of
Volunteering!

“TIME = Money for the Park - Each Volunteer is currently
worth more than $17.00/hr.”
Yes, we all are guilty - forgetting/neglecting to report our
hours for working. How many hours did we REALLY
work for the Park last year? Was it 500 hours, 2000, or
maybe 5000???? Have you spent time outside of our
2nd Saturday Workdays helping the Park - e.g. spent time
picking up trash, fixing drainage, helping with events, or
club administration?
If you signed the roster at an event, your time is recorded.
Otherwise you need to report it through the form on the
website.
Youth Service Project candidates need to report total hours
for their project to the Trail Club and to the Park before their
project is considered complete.
Help us out this coming year - Please enter your hours on
the website - it’s currently near the top of the first page - or
go directly to http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org/
formmail.html.

Contact List - updated 10/08
Position		Name			E-mail
President				

Jerry Givan			

kmtcpresident@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org

Vice President			

Scott MacKay		

scott.mackay@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org

Secretary/Historian		

Anne Strand		

kmtcsecretary@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org

Development Director		

Jay Haney			

kmtcfinance@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org

Trails Supervisor			

Jim Moylan			

kmtctrails@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org

Membership Director		

Anne Strand			

kmtcmembership@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org

Outreach Director			

Leah Urben 		

kmtcoutreach@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org

Youth Service Projects

Ed Holsworth			

kmtcyouth@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org

Communications Director Fred Feltmann		

kmtccomm@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
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Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club
General Membership Meeting
Education Room, Visitor Center
September 26, 2009, 4:30 pm
Minutes
Opening/Background- Club activities slide show, Fred Feltmann
Jerry Givan, President, presiding
• Jerry Givan, President, welcomed the members and asked Board members to identify themselves by name and
position in the club.
• Election of Officers - Jerry directed the members to review the slate of officers recommended by the Nominating
committee as presented in the handout. Jay Haney stated that the position of Finance Director had been renamed Development Director. Jerry then asked for nominations from the floor, especially for the position of
Vice-President for which there was no nominee. Scott Mackay volunteered for the position of Vice-President.
All present agreed to the election of the officers and board members as presented. (see attached list of 09-10
officers & board members)
Reports from 2008-2009 (approx. 45 minutes)
• Jim Moylan, Trail Director, trail projects - a summary of the areas worked was provided.
• Linda Pinch, Secretary - In the absence of Linda Pinch 2008-09, Secretary/Historian, Anne Strand presented a
Summary Report of the Club’s Activities for the year. (See attached - Page 9)
• Leah Urben, Outreach, Trail Ambassadors - the program is on track to begin this coming year!!!!
• Tom Okerberg, Treasurer, Treasurer’s Report - Tom passed out a detailed Treasurer Report, showing a current
balance of $15,969.86. Of those funds $8621.59 are committed to special projects (REI grant and Leave No
Trace grant), leaving a balance of $7115.37 in uncommitted funds. Estimated business expenses per year
(insurance, audit, etc.) are approximately $4000. Jay Dement commented that a neighbor died and mourners
were asked to contribute to the Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park, specifically for the park trails.
He asked whether the club was aware of the donation. Tom indicated that he would look into the matter.
• Jay Haney, Development Director, Cooperative Agreement, Fund-raising
o When the Club accepted the NPS funding to do the Barfield Bottom Bridge project in 2007 we became subject
to NPS regulations and promised to continue the work we had been doing. To formalize this arrangement a
five year Cooperative Agreement was negotiated with the NPS. This agreement was signed on September
3, 2009. To comply with the CA liability insurance has been obtained. To transform the club from a “sweat
equity” volunteer hour Club to a balanced Club that needs money as well as sweat to be successful, your
board, changed Club policy to allow a mix of donations and hours worked to count toward Club membership.
A fund raising policy was approved by the board. Also, my position of Development Director was created
to manage fund raising activities.
o Additionally, Club finances were professionally audited to facilitate fund raising.
o Currently, we are conducting a Board fund raising drive with a goal of 100% participation.
o Once the Board drive is completed we will conduct a fund drive with our volunteer base.
o With our new Memorandum of Agreement comes a requirement for Liability Insurance ($3,000) and an annual
financial audit requirement ($1,000) - the cost of this comes to a total of $4,000.
• Fred Feltmann, Communications (website, newsletter, email) - we currently have approximately 560 subscribers;
we are providing our members a periodic newsletter, and Sue Crane is doing a superb job with our website.

Continued on Page 8
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Get Involved--A Public Lands
Celebration

Annual Business Meeting Minutes
- Continued from Page 7

• Anne Strand, Membership, volunteer hours - we
have provided over 5500 hours of service to the
Park this past year.

10/24/2009 1:00 PM

Do you love your public lands? Get involved with REI
Kennesaw and our local stewardship partners for an
afternoon of meeting community groups that care for our
local parks and recreation areas. Find out about volunteer
opportunities, with the Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club,
Conasauga Ranger District Trail Volunteers, and the Green
Prints Alliance of Woodstock. If you’re inspired by the Ken
Burns documentary about our national parks--REI can help
you get involved in your local community. Free drinks and
snacks! Enter to win a DVD copy of the Ken Burns film,
THE NATIONAL PARKS: AMERICA’S BEST IDEA, as well
as some other great prizes from REI Kennesaw.
The Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club will hold a presentation
at 3 PM focusing on how the club benefits Kennesaw
Mountain National Battlefield Park and how you can get
involved in volunteer work days.
Location: REI Kennesaw
Cost: Free
Registration Required? No.

National Trails Day Chairman June 5, 2010

We are looking for an individual to head up the 2010 National
Trails Day Event. Contact Jerry Givan if interested. The
duties require establishing a committee and begin planning
for the event in November, 2009.

Volunteers For KMTC Don’t
Have to “Play in the Dirt!”

There is plenty of work to go around - even for those who
would like to get involved with the Trail Club, but who don’t
want to or can’t do trail maintenance work. Just ask Anne
Strand, our secretary and jack-of-all trades! We need
more folks like her, especially now that we are an officially
recognized organization. We have lots of administrative
details to tend to. So, if you love the Park, or if you love to
be involved, come visit with us, see what we’re up to and get
involved, if it is only “flying the desk,” so to speak! Contact
any of the Board members and see what you can do!

Questions & Answers for Board members
Recognition of Richard Angeli, club founder, as Club Director
Emeritus - Richard was presented a signed book from
Barbara Finfrock of the Gettysburg Foundation.
Adjourn at 5:20 pm for Volunteer Appreciation BBQ

What Do We Mean About
“Sustainable Trails”?

A

sustainable trail is a trail that supports all current and
future use with minimal impact to the environment for
which it passes through. Ideally this trail would never climb
at a grade of over 10% and would have ample places along
the way for water to flow gently away from the walking tread.
Also, our ideal trail tread will be smooth, flat and slope 2-5
degrees (almost indiscernible) toward the side we want
water to flow.

H

ere at Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park
we have several unique challenges for our trails. First,
the trails need to go close to the Civil War earthworks so
people can see the real history that the Park is built around.
But also, the trails must prevent degradation to those same
earthworks by not letting people walk onto them and not
allowing water and silt from the trail to run into them.

A

s stewards of the trails we have been upgrading places
with significant erosion to make those parts of the trail
more sustainable through the addition of rock stairs, rolling
grade dips, knicks, and tread angling. These changes are
all designed to eliminate further erosion and channel water
gently down areas away from the earthworks that the Park
was built to preserve.

T

he workload for our all-volunteer effort is still immeasurably
huge but each time we go out, we accomplish more, a
few trail sections at a time.

Scott MacKay
Vice-President
KMTC
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Summary of Year’s Activities - 2008-2009

• General Membership Meeting held on 9/23/08

⇒⇒ Thomas Sparks was introduced as new KEMO Facility Manager
⇒⇒ Information was provided on the parking and trail projects planned in the coming year for 								
Old Hwy. 41 near the park
⇒⇒ Work is underway to install kiosks. In order to complete the Leave No Trace grant, Leave No 						
Trace brochures were printed
⇒⇒ Identified need for more trained crew leaders
⇒⇒ Slate of Officers & Directors elected by proclamation
⇒⇒ Awaiting trail plan & environmental impact study
• Rain-outs on Trail Work Days occurred in December, February, & March
• Crew Leader Training held at KEMO Visitor Center on weekends in Jan-March
• Garlic Mustard Pull was held on April 4 supported by park employees and good press coverage
• Richard Angeli resigned as President in April and Jerry Givan assumed role of President
• Dr. Stan Bonds, new park Supt. met with the Trail Club Board at April 28 meeting expressed his support
for the club and plan for a Cooperative Agreement and gave an overview of initiatives such as new
bridges, parking improvements, signage plan, and transportation plan
• During May, detailed planning took place for the National Trail Day, coordinated by Jim Moylan
• National Trail Day on June 6 was very successful with 125 volunteers working and a lunch served;
information booths signed up 30+ persons interested in club activities
• Organizational meeting on Trail Ambassador program was held in June with park officials
• At the July 21 Board meeting, Dr. Bond provided advance copies of the Trail Management Plan
alternatives announced joint work with club on new trail (24 gun battery) and new bridge
• Jay Haney has continued work on funding issues, including insurance needed by the club; fund raising
proposals discussed by Board
• Attendees at August 18 Board mtg. acted as Nominating Committee for 2009-10 board members
• KMTC Board members actively participated in the Trail Management Public Hearing on Sept. 3 at the
Visitor Center where the 5 preliminary trail plan alternatives were presented on maps
• On September 3, Jerry Givan, President and Supt. Stan Bond formally signed the Cooperative
Agreement between the NPS and the KMTC
• General Membership meeting for 2009 was scheduled in conjunction with the Volunteer Recognition
Dinner at the park
• The Trail Ambassador Program has been briefed to Dr. Stanley Bond and we are on track to begin the
program during the upcoming year.
• The Trail Club has been awarded another Grant to begin building a new bridge - more details will be
forthcoming in the coming months.
• Total volunteer hours for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2009, as reported to Park Service is
anticipated to be over 5500, with 570 participants
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Photos from the Annual Business Meeting and the Annual Kennesaw Mountain
National Battlefield Park Volunteer Appreciation Dinner - September 26, 2009

Anne Strand (Secretary) and Jerry Givans (President0 - KMTC

Jim Moylan, Trails Supervisor,
presents Work Day Schedule for 2010

KMTC - Richard Angeli (Director Emiritus) and Jay Haney
(Development Director) - Presentation of gift of appreciation

Ed Holsworth - Youth Services Coordinator, Tom
Sparks - NPS Maintenance Supervisor, and Jerry
Givan - KMTC President

Dr. Stanley Bond, Superintendent,
Kennesaw Mountain National
Battlefiedl Park

Attendees - Kennesaw Mountain
National Battlefield Park Volunteer
Appreciation Dinner

Volunteers look over a map of the
maintenance efforts of the KMTC.

Dr. Stuart Berkowitz and Dr.
Stanley Bond - Presentation
of the Horton B. Rucker
Volunteer of the Year Award
- Dr. Berkowitz has provided
interpretive walks over the
years at the Park.
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Sponsors/Partners Corner

Many thanks to our Sponsors and Partners for their
http://americanhiking.org

BARRETT PARKWAY AND TOWN CENTER AT COBB

Starbucks
November Newsletter Deadline

If you wish to have an article published in the September
Newsletter, please submit it to Fred Feltmann at
faf1948@bellsouth.net no later than October 15th!
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