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Wish They Could See It Now

December Trail Day: Interesting....

There were very few people in the park (guess it was later
than I thought), so I decided to just sit on the bench in front
of the monument and stare at the field. My mind soon filled
with thoughts of the hard battle that took place here. All
the pain and suffering that occurs during a war is actually
impossible to fully grasp. Now when coming to the park and
seeing the beauty I really wish those who lived and fought
here could see it now.

Everything went very well from what was reported to me.
Ok, I did get an early call about getting a piece of equipment
started and one about where more dirt was needed; but
that’s all. I was happy
to hear that over 80
volunteers had come
out to work on the trail.
That was great news
and I felt sure that our
trail day plan would
be successful. But in
followup reports from
various crew leaders,
the term ‘Interesting”
kept popping up.

Recently I stopped off at the Illinois Monument to inspect
some work that was performed as part of an Eagle Scout
project. It was late afternoon on a perfect fall day. The work
was fine and it will enhance the park for a good long time.
As I frequently go about the park inspecting what has been
done and/or what we need to do I don’t often take the time
to reflect on what we’ve done!

The Cheatham Hill battle field area is now a peaceful
meadow, the trails are groomed and easy to use. The
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First off, your loyal Trails Director was absent from this Trail
Day. However I, along with several crew leaders, did the
planning and layout of the work we wanted done. We did
all the prep work we could - this involved staging materials
such as small and large rocks as well as dirt and gravel as
needed and where needed. That’s actually quite a bit of
work given the ambitious work plan.

Cindy was most
gracious to take the key
leadership role for trail
day. Everyone agreed
that she performed
professionally while
ensuring that everyone
was safe and had an enjoyable experience. What was
interesting was there were a good number of volunteers
very anxious to get to work especially when there was
a hike of over 2 miles required, just to get to work sites.
(Personal note: Cindy stepped up and took over the work
day operation; this wasn’t an easy task and also to have it be
such a success. Cindy had my confidence, kept her humor
and got the job done, for all that I am grateful).
The tools were taken to a drop off site which was far beyond
the area of the first project. Danny found that interesting
because he quickly had to figure out how to get people to
work without any tools in place; but he did, he was also
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National Battlefield Park.

December Trail Day Report:
Interesting....
Continued from Page 1
successful in getting large swatches of privet cut away by
several different crews, including some Cub Scouts.
Other projects were reported to be performed just as
planned. These included filling in the area between a culvert
which was built in late 1930’s, the work will prove to be
extremely important in preserving this structure. Also there
was general trail maintenance in the area. Another project
was to reinforce a large root system which had developed
into a drop off on the trail; well placed large flat rock and dirt
and gravel fixed this area. And further up the trail a hard
working crew put rock in place to preserve the integrity of
the small trail joining the large Brumby Trail. Everyone
found this interesting because we somehow had the correct
number and shape of rock to get these jobs completed.
And it was very interesting that a few volunteers ventured
all the way to the 2.5 mile sign from the visitor center to
cut away large privet growth that was blocking the site line
around a corner. That job needed to be completed to make
the area safe for the hikers and runners that use this trail.
I’m sure that the comments of trail day being ‘Interesting’
were because with everyone’s help it was a successful trail
day. Lots got done, portions of the park were maintained
and improved. It was a beautiful day for a hike (yes,we are
a Trail Club), everyone had a good time and all were safe.
I’d say it was not only an interesting day, it was fantastic!
Thanks!

Doug Tasse

It was a monumental year for the Trail Club. Read over the
year’s newsletters and you’ll quickly see all that we’ve done!
Thanks to our sponsors and contributors and especially
everyone who worked to make the “I wish they could see
it now” come true.
Happy New Year!

Doug

January Trail Day Work Schedule

January 10, 2014 Trail Day activity is scheduled to start
11:30 am. Work should be completed by 3:30 pm. Please
start assembling at 11 am at the visitor center picnic area
amphitheater.
Our plan for work is to:
1. Construct a rock boarder and fill with several types of
material the area directly off the mountain road @
Brumby Connector Trail.
2. Add rock to form crib wall and reinforcement with
material @ the intersection of Rifle Pit Trail and Mid
Mountain fire road.
3. Going up the mountain road there are numerous
culverts that need to be cleared of debris and
scraped to allow water access (these are Red
Flagged - work to be performed on the mountain high
side).
4. Danny Leigh (Plants Director) will select teams to
perform invasive privet plant removal in several areas
along the mountain road.
January Trail Day is usually very good weather. Great
way to start off the New Year getting plenty of exercise and
doing a good deed. (Two New Year resolutions that will be
easy to keep).

KMTC Trails Director

Wish They Could See It Now
Continued from Page 1
McCook monument is now able to be seen while using
the new trail with bridges leading to the Illinois Monument.
Also, after leaving the Assault Trail and looking up toward
the Illinois Monument you’ll see how clean and fresh it looks,
almost like a hundred years ago. Remember how dingy
those two monument were? Wish people could see them
now. (Thank you Carlos and the NPS team for braving the
frigid weather to complete the restoration).
Think about 150 years ago there were soldiers and cannon
all over the area where our new 24 Gun Trail is. This is a
visually thrilling and easily accessible new trail to an area
that had been at rest for the last one and half century. I hope
that all the volunteers who worked on this trail will come to
see how it is now.
Maybe a lot of the visitors that came to the Park’s 150th
commemoration will come back and see how it is now.
They’ll see how the Park’s staff and many, many volunteers
have made improvements and are helping to maintain the

Thanks,

Doug Tasse

KMTC Trails Director

“Earthworks” is published monthly by the Kennesaw
Mountain Trails Corps.
		Editor:
Fred Feltmann
				770-516-9120
		E-mail: faf1948@bellsouth.net
Additional Volunteers needed! Call today!
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A Special Thanks!

Each year we have various groups who come out and help
us. Henceforth, we will make every attempt to list your group
here for the current/past fiscal year.  If you are participating
as a group, be sure to let us know when you are registering!
Following is a list, in alphabetical order, of the groups who
participated during Fiscal 2014 (October 2013- September
2014) and Fiscal 2015 (October 2014 - Present):

FY 2014

Allatoona HS Beta Club
Allatoona HS NJROTC
Americorps Alumni

Americorps-NCCC-FEMA Corps
Americorp

Kappa Sigma- SPSU

Kennesaw Mtn HS NJROTC
Kennesaw State University
Kennesaw State University - Beta Alpha Psi
Kennesaw State University - Delta Tau Delta Fraternity
Kennesaw State University - Dpt. of Fraternity & Sorority Life
Kennesaw State University - Gamma Phi Beta Sorority
Kennesaw State University - Management 3100 Class
Kennesaw State University - Phi Alpha Social Work Honor Society
Kennesaw State University - Phi Sigma Pi
Kennesaw State University - T. R.U.S.T.

McEachern Beta Club

Bayhawk Asset Management

BSA Pack 121, Mount Bethel
BSA Pack 287, St. Joseph’s Catholic Ch, Service Project
Boy Scout Troop 29 Eagle Scout Project

BSA Troop 75, Transfiguration Catholic, Ch, Eagle Scout 		
Project (3Projects)
BSA Troop 187, Kirkwood Presbyterian Ch, Eagle Scout 		
Project
Boy Scouts, Troop 204, Eagle Scout Project
BSA Troop 232, Northwest Presbyterian Ch, Service Project
BSA Troop 252, First Presbyterian Ch, Eagle Scout Project
(2 Projects)
Boy Scout Troop 277, First UMC Ch., Eagle Scout Project (2)
Boy Scout Troop 277, First UMC Ch., Service Project
Boy Scout Troop 444, Walker School, Service Project
Boy Scout Troop 445, Eagle Project
Boy Scout Troop 772, Eagle Scout Project
Boy Scout Troop 795, Service Project
Boy Scout Troop 1776, Marietta, GA, Service Project
Boy Scout Troop 1776, St. Anne’s Catholic Ch., Eagle Scout 		
Project

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, Powdersprings
Stake
Cottages on Mountain Creek

Devereux
E. Paulding AFJROTC

McEachern Honor Society
Mill Creek Middle School Beta Club, Woodstock, GA
North Atlanta Church
The Newly Wed Group at North Metro Church
North Cobb Christian High School
Pope HS Beta Club
Pope HS Honor Society

Project Plus
RACKSPACE (June 20th)
Sogeti

Southern Polytech State University
Southern Polytechnic State University, Kappa Sigma
Southern Polytechnic State University, Theta Chi Fraternity
U.S. Marine Corps Volunteers
U.S. Navy Volunteers

Walker School Sophomore Class (8/15)
Walton Teen Service Corp
Woodstock HS NJROTC

In addition, the following individuals/groups/businesses
have donated materials, etc. to the Club:
Zachary Fox, owner of “Fox Specialty Dogs and Street
Eats” donated 6 large cases of drinking water for our
November work day. Zachary has volunteered with us
several times as well.
Hertz Equipment Rental, Sandy Plains Rd.

FY 2015

Fresenius Medical Care
Georgia State University Housing
Georgia State University Cares
Georgia Tech - Kappa Sigma
Georgia Tech Trailblazers

Georgia Victory 2014

International Academy of Smyrna
International Club, Kennesaw State University

Girl Scout Troop 2517
Hewlett Packard Employees
Hillgrove HS NJROTC (Tree Planting - 3/15/14)

Hillgrove HS NJROTC
Allatoona NJROTC
Boy Scouts, Troop 22
E. Paulding AFJROTC
Fresenius Medical Care
Kappa Sigma- SPSU
Hillgrove HS FBLA
Continued on Page 4

Hillgrove NJROTC
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A Special Thanks!
Continued from Page 3
Hillgrove HS NJROTC
History Club of Austin Middle School, Paulding County
Holder Construction
McEachern Beta Club
McEachern Robotics Team

Boy Scout Star &
Life Service Projects
Available!

The following Groups participated in our December Work
Day:

1. No funding is needed.

Americorps
Cub Scout Pack 405
Venture Crew 1011
Hillgrove HS NJROTC
Allatoona NJROTC
Beta Club

As we roll into 2015, please be aware I
have Boy Scout Star and Life projects
now available at Kennesaw Mountain
National Battlefield Park with the
following guidelines:
2. We expect the scout to organize several scouts and/or
classmates needing service hours to come with him AND he
will lead the project (a good experience in readying himself
for an Eagle project).
3.  A carrot!  Expect to work hard, but finish in 5 to 5 1/2
hours getting full credit for the required six hours.
Remember, although they will work hard, they will have the
added benefit of working with me, which is fun!
4. The projects vary: split rail fencing,
stack rail fencing, earthwork clean ups,
painting (not this winter though), trail
maintenance, etc.
Don’t forget Troops may come out en
masse for Journey To Excellence (JTE).
Use this contact info.

Donald Olds
678.362.8963

Eagle Project Photos
Troop 795 environmental trail
signage.

Ward Creek - 1/4/15

Troop 75
mileage posts.

If you were wondering what it was like at Ward Creek on the
Kolb Farm Battlefield this past Sunday, Jay Haney was there.   Photos by
And this is what it looked like. By the same token, during Donald Olds.
the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain, the area was similarly
waterlogged. On this past Sunday, the creek was at 11-12
feet. Flood state is at 9 feet.
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http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org

Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club Calendar

Date		 Time		Location		
Event
January, 2015
1/10
11:30 am - 4 pm Old Hwy 41 parking lot
					
to register.
February, 2015
2/14
11:30 am - 4 pm Old Hwy 41 parking lot
					
to register.
March, 2015
3/14
8:30 am - 1 pm Old Hwy 41 parking lot
					
to register.
3/28
TBD		 Old Hwy 41 parking lot

Trail Work Day

(Note the Winter Start time!)

Trail Work Day

(Note the Winter Start time!)

Trail Work Day
National Park Day

Forest Echoes

Mark Your Calendars!

Upcoming Work Day Schedule: (January & February)
Our trail work days are open to the public on the 2nd
Saturday of each month and are a wonderful way to get
outside & enjoy nature while helping preserve the national
park for future visitors. We will meet by 11:30 am to register
at the new parking lot, .2 miles north of the Visitor Center
on Old 41 and usually are finished by 4:00 p.m.  Please be
at the amphitheater by the picnic area near the Visitor
Center by 11:30 AM!!! Activities usually include the use of
shovels, rakes, picks, and other tools to fix erosion problems
on the 20+ mile trail system. Please do not wear open-toed
shoes & long pants are recommended.
As winter months approach, weather conditions can change
quickly. We value our volunteers’ health, comfort and safety
so to promote safer work conditions, we’ll cancel work days
if the temperature is below 40 degrees and/or there’s a high
probability of precipitation. If we must cancel a workday,
we’ll post an announcement on the front page of the KMTC
website at: www.kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
If your school, church, business, or community organization
would like to schedule a special work day as a team
building or public service activity, e-mail us at kmtctrails@
kennesawmountaintrailclub.org at least 4 weeks in
advance. Trail work can be performed any day of the week.
We work closely with the Park Service and assist the park
staff by providing critically needed volunteer effort to install
signs, build bridges, and maintain the 20+ miles of trails.
Since our beginning in 2002, the Trail Club has donated
over 45,000 volunteer hours to Kennesaw Mountain National
Battlefield Park.

Fred Feltmann
2/21/99

Deep within the forest.
Deep within.
In amongst the shadows and branches.
		 The birds call.
			Call one another.
For friendship.
For security.
To find a friend.
			A mate.
				 Or to let others know that they are there.
Deep within,
The shadows of the forest.
		 Amongst the branches.
			In the undergrowth.
Along its paths,
A chickadee calls.
		 A bluebird sings to its mate.
			 A hummingbird wings its way to another sunlit spot.
				In search of sustenance.
					As sun and shadow play,
							Among the whispering breezes,
					 Whispering through the pines and boughs.
Deep within.
Flying amongst the branches and boughs.
		 Amongst the interplay of sun and shade.
			 As they dance among the trees and branches.
				 And all is at peace with their maker.
					Deep within the forest.

We hope to see you at a work day soon!

You, Too, Can Help The Trail Club!

If you make purchases at Amazon, you can help support the Trail Club! When making purchases at Amazon, simply log
into www.amazon.com/smile! If this is your first time logging in, you’ll be asked to designate a charity. Simply designate
the Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club, and each time you make a purchase via Amazon.com/smile, a portion of your purchase
will be donated to the Trail Club!
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A Group From The Class of 1981
West Pointers Visits The Park

Jay Haney conducted a Guided Tour of the Assault Trail to
the Illinois Monument on November 8, 2014.
Photos by Allie Osuch.
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December 13 Work Day.
Photos, this page, by Fred Feltmann
Photos, next page, by Lucy Denzin
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More Photos 12/13/14 Work Day

More Eagle Project Photos

		

Troop 445 24 gun bridge.

		
		
Troop 1776 Fencing.

		

Troop 444 Gazebo.

Troop 75 Battlefield signage.
Photos by Donald Olds
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Eagle Scout Projects at Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park
On behalf of The Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park, and the Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club, we would like
to humbly thank the twenty scouts, listed below with their troop and project name, who have completed Eagle Scout
projects in the park in 2014. We would also like to thank their parents, the adult scout and scout volunteers who supported these Eagle candidates and their projects. Over 300 Scouts and Scouters logged over 3000 service hours with
these projects in 2014. In addition, well over 1000 hours were put in by troops in volunteer service on trail maintenance in the park. The enhancements made in the park this year were unprecedented and those involved should be
incredibly proud of their efforts. It was an absolutely awesome year of service!
Please keep us in mind for troop service outings or Star, Life, or Eagle projects in 2015! – Fred Feltmann, Donald Olds,
and the Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club

		Eagle Candidate		

Troop Number 		

Project Name				

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		

1776			
445			
772			
75			
008			
277			
252			
277			
252			
75			
1776			
75			
75			
187			
540			
795			
444			
1776			
29			
444			

Bridge #1 and #2 – 24 gun trail			
Bridge #3 – 24 gun trail				
Fencing @ Cheatham Hill			
Fencing @ Little Kennesaw			
Kolb Farm blue loop mileage posts		
Bridge #4 – 24 gun trail				
Visitor Center sitting area			
Battlefield signs					
Mountain red loop mileage posts		
ET trail work					
Mtn. trail split rail fencing			
Hardage Mill yellow loop mileage posts		
Battlefield signs					
Fencing @ Cheatham Hill			
French’s Rock signage and fencing		
Environmental Trail plant/tree signs		
Fencing @ Visitor Center			
Battlefield Signs					
Unknown Soldier grave refurbishment		
The Visitor Center Gazebo

Fredrick Tuemmler		
Bryce Daniels			
Christopher Smith		
Preston Bradford		
Sam Quiroz			
Ethan Bryant			
Brent O’Grady			
Danny Duncan			
Ethan Gray			
Eric Goldschmidt		
Forrest Tuemmler		
Matthew Korpi			
Erik Happ			
Jake Frye			
Dylan Renz			
Kevin Ronczkowski		
Xander Melnick			
Chris Engert			
Nick O’Neill			
Will Cannon			
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Civil War February 1865
Feb 1 Sherman’s march through the Carolinas is in “full swing.” Following his successful campaign
through Georgia, Sherman turned his attentions northward and began marching through the Carolinas,
chasing the Confederates under the command of Joseph E. Johnston. He continued his campaign
of destruction, in particular targeting South Carolina for their role in seceding from the Union first.  He
captured Columbia, South Carolina, on February 17, 1865, setting many fires which would consume
large portions of the city.

I am tired and sick of war. Its glory is all moonshine. It is only those who have neither fired a shot nor heard
the shrieks and groans of the wounded who cry aloud for blood, for vengeance, for desolation. War is hell.
- William Tecumseh Sherman
Feb 3 Union and Confederate officials meet to discuss peace
Feb 5 Battle of Hatcher’s Run (Armstrong’s Mill), Virginia begins
Feb 6 John C. Breckinridge named Confederate Secretary of War
Feb 17 Evacuation of Charleston, South Carolina
		 Columbia, South Carolina burned
Feb 22 Wilmington, North Carolina captured

Charleston Burned.

Contact List - Updated 11/4/14
Position							

Name				

E-mail

President							Scott Mackay		 president@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Vice President						Curt Spinney
vp@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Secretary							Anne Strand		 secretary@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Treasurer							Tom Okerberg		treasurer@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Historian							Jay Haney			historian@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Director, Program Development		 Lucy Denzin		 fundraising @kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Trails Director						Doug Tasse			
trails@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Membership Director				Sherry Shogren		membership@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Outreach Director					Cindy Witt		
outreach@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Director								Donald Olds		director@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Communications Director			
Fred Feltmann		
comdirector@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Newsletter Editor					Fred Feltmann		comdirector@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Information/Technology Director		
Jerry Givan			
webmaster@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Trail Ambassador Director			
Cam Graham		
ambassador@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Plants Director						Danny Leigh		plants@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Website												http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org/
Facebook Page											http://www.facebook.com/kmtcsocial
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Leave No Trace
Awareness Workshop
Presented by the Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club
Thursday, January 22, 2015
REI Kennesaw

The Awareness Course is a vital component of the nationwide Leave No Trace program, to help
recreationalists minimize their ecological impact while enjoying the outdoors. This program assists
the participants in learning more about the seven principles of Leave No Trace.
There is no charge for this informative workshop and participants will receive a certificate upon
completion. Seating is limited to 25 participants. For more information and to sign up go to
www.rei.com/kennesaw.

• Plan Ahead and Prepare
• Travel and Camp on Durable Surfaces
• Dispose of Waste Properly
• Leave What You Find
• �inimi�e Camp�ire �mpacts
• Respect Wildlife
• Be Considerate of Other Visitors

Date: Thursday, January 22, 2015
Time: 6:30 pm
Place: REI Kennesaw
(740 Barrett Parkway)
Presented by:
Jay M Dement, Master Educator
404/731-1901 jay@jayDphotos.com

Register at www.rei.com/kennesaw
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Sponsors/Partners Corner

Many thanks to our Sponsors and Partners for their
support!

http://americanhiking.org

February Newsletter Deadline

If you wish to have an article published in the February

Newsletter, please submit it to Fred Feltmann at
faf1948@bellsouth.net no later than January
20th!
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