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Back to Work: It’s Not Over

Our
October
“Earthworks”, had
some pretty interesting
articles. They ran the
gamut from a large
rock dropped off on
the mountain during
the ice age to school
children and their
parents participating in
a National Park Service
program with KMTC
participation. There
was also an important
article about the many
thousands of hours and several thousand volunteers who
aided the park last year. Oh, yeah, we also held the election
of new KMTC Board Members, or for some members, their
reelection. And now the United States national and local
elections are over.
Now we’re done with last year and, as usual, things are not
finished and it’s time to get back to work.
Three phrases I heard during the campaign season stuck
with me and are applicable to what we normally do as
volunteers:
“Work at it every day:” The work required to help the
several million visitors who come to the park each year
requires that people have to be there every day. The
NPS staff does an excellent job of servicing the facilities,
property upkeep, greeting visitors and maintaining order
in the park. But with all the Trail Ambassadors, Crew
Leaders and maintenance volunteers, surely there’s
a member of KMTC there every day to help with the
work. Monitoring the trails, answering questions, giving
directions and keeping the trails in good, safe condition
are some of the things that we do every day and, yes,
it’s work.
“Take seriously what you do every day:” This is a
phrase that really relates to being a volunteer. It takes a
person who is seriously concerned about the well being
of others to do what we do. We do take it seriously

Accidentally Making the Right
Choice

The night before the November club trail maintenance day,
I was looking at my trail bag, debating if I needed to take my
first aid kit. My tasks for that day were to assign the other
Trail Ambassadors (TA), meet 2 new TA candidates, pair
them up with mentors or do that job myself. I didn’t plan or
anticipate doing a safety patrol. I didn’t think I would need
the kit. But the kit is small, weighs only a few ounces and
doesn’t take up much room. I left it in the bag. Who could
foretell - certainly not me- what a good choice it would be
not to “evict “my first aid kit from its’ customary home in the
front pocket of my pack.
On club trail day I walked over to the registration site at
the old 41 parking lot, met one of the TA candidates – Amy
Campbell –, talked to the TAs about post registration plans
and walked back to the Visitor Center. By that time all the
volunteers and the other TA candidate – Karen Evanoff
- were at the work site. I had a few other tasks to take
care of then Amy and I walked up the fire road towards the
work site. As we walked along talking about Amy’s family,
a visitor walking/jogging down the road stumbled and fell.
Amy sprinted toward him. I followed at a more sedate
pace. (Oh to be able sprint like that! Maybe 20 years ago
and a quite a few pounds less… I digress). The visitor had
an abrasion on his cheek and two on his knee. Fortunately
these were minor abrasions and could be treated with
some antibiotic ointment (my entire 2 little packs) and band
aids. Amy and I started to walk him to his car, hoping to find
his wife along the way. Before we took 2 steps Jack LaHue
walked up to help. We sent him in search of the man’s wife.
At the same time I spotted Larry Shogren driving down the
road. We flagged him down and put the visitor in the truck.
By that time Jack found the man’s wife and both got a ride
to their car.
After a couple hours on the trail maintenance site, I walked
Amy and Karen down the road to the VC and said goodbye
for the day. I decided to walk back up the Kennesaw
Mountain Trail. I walked maybe 1/10th of a mile when about
100 feet in front of me another visitor falls! She had a
small cut on her forehead but no other cuts or abrasions.
I cleaned and bandaged her wound. Unfortunately I didn’t
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by me for good reason. Fortunately I had the tools on hand
to help two visitors. Whether accidental or deliberate it is
always a good choice to take your first aid kit when hiking
the trails.

to help, enough so to
give up our time and
share our knowledge
freely with others. If
we didn’t pay attention
to what we do there
is a real chance that
personal injuries and
damage to equipment
could happen. Have
fun, enjoy being
a volunteer, you do
what you can do and
seriously you’ll be
happy.

Janie Brier

Trail Ambassador Director

Work Plan December 10, 2016 Trail
Day

Our Trail Day begins at 11:30 am and concludes by 3
pm - 4 pm. Please register on line or at the OLD Hwy 41
overflow parking lot check in area. We’ll first assemble at the
Amphitheater adjacent to the Visitor Center picnic grounds.
There is a group hike up the mountain to our work site.
Again, we’ll be performing trail work to improve conditions
on the Mountain Top backside trail.

“What are you willing
Photo by Doug Tasse
to do about it:” This is where it
gets personal. It is the ‘You’ part that’s important.
With KMTC, are you willing to participate and be an active
member of the organization? If you’re a Crew Leader, will
you let us know that you’ll be there for work; or, if you are
a Trail Ambassador, let us know that you’ll be available
to help? Will you take the time to log your hours, will you
contribute suggestions or work plans to aid the club? If
you’re a volunteer, will you pre-register, bring a friend and
mainly are you willing to come and help? Also, we do need
money contributions to keep our club going. Basically,
this is a personal question about what you’re willing to do
and I hope that you’ll look back at the other two phrases to
help you decide.
This is a season of Thanksgiving and I am thankful that
we have had such success this year and happy we are
volunteers in such a great National Park Service Battlefield
Memorial Park. Please help us to continue our good
work.
Thanks,

Doug Tasse

President- Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club

Accidentally Making the Right Choice
Continued from Page 1
have any antibiotic ointment left to put on her cut having
used all I had in my kit on the first visitor. I also discussed
the need for a tetanus booster if her status was not current.
I wish I could say I made a conscious choice to take my
first aid kit with the thought foremost in mind that I may
need it. In reality the choice I actually made was to not
waste time and energy fiddling around with the contents
of my trail bag. I fantasize that in the dim recesses of my
brain, I remembered everything in the bag was put there

We, along with Boy Scout projects, have made significant
improvements on this trail. Hopefully this trail day will
conclude our work in this area. However, we also have
planned rock planting to control water erosion and drainage
along the paved mountain top trail.
We’ll be toting many buckets of dirt, for filling; along with
carrying and dragging rocks to install along sections of the
trail. We’ll also select a team to perform invasive plant
cutting at the activity area by the overflow parking lot.
We’re looking forward to our volunteers having an enjoyable
early afternoon of helping Kennesaw Mountain National
Battlefield Park.
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A Special Thanks!

Each year we have various groups who come out and help
us. Henceforth, we will make every attempt to list your group
here for the current/past fiscal year. If you are participating
as a group, be sure to let us know when you are registering!
Following is a list, in alphabetical order, of the groups who
participated during Fiscal 2016 (October 2015- September
2016) and Fiscal 2017 (October 2016 - Present):

FY 2016
20’s and 30’s Hikers
Allatoona HS Beta Club
Allatoona HS National Honor Society
Allatoona HS NJROTC
Atlanta Outdoor Club
Bank Of America
Boy Scout Troop 4 Eagle Scout Project, Kennesaw, GA
Boy Scout Troop 29
Boy Scout Troop 75
Boy Scout Troop 75, Eagle Scout Project
Boy Scout Troop 252, Eagle Scout Project
Boy Scout Troop 422
Boy Scout Troop 479 - Eagle Project
Cub Scout Pack 353
Cub Scout Pack 405
Cub Scout Pack 1714
Bank Of America
Boy Scout Troop 75, Eagle Scout Project
Boy Scout Troop 565, Eagle Scout Project
Boy Scout Troop 795, Eagle Scout Project
Boy Scout Troop 1011, Eagle Scout Project
Boy Scout Troop 1776
Community First Service Day (From New Zealand)
Cub Scout Pack 995
East Paulding High School AFJROTC
Flight Works
Fresenius Medical Care Group
Hillgrove HS NJROTC
Jr. Civitan International Group (200 participants)
Kennesaw Mountain HS Key Club
Kennesaw Mountain HS NJROTC
KSU Accounting Class 4600
Kennesaw State University - Greek Day
Kennesaw State University - Volunteer KSU
Kennesaw State University - Omega Phi Alpha Fraternity
Kennesaw State University - KSUZTA Sorority
Kennesaw State University
Marietta HS National Honor Society

Marietta HS Skills USA
Martha Stewart Bulloch Society Children of the American 		
Revolution
Mountain Road Elementary School Beta Club
McClesky YMCA
McEachern HS Beta Club
McEachern HS Robotics Team
Northwest Atlanta YMCA
Phobio
Pope High School National Honor Society
REI
U.S. Navy Reservists
Venturing Crew 1011
Woodstock HS NJROTC
FY 2017
Cub Scout Pack 405
Campbell High School Beta Club
KSU
KSU Honors Beta Club
Woodstock JROTC
At our November Work Day, we had 86 volunteers, not
including our Crew leader and Trail Ambassador Staff who
participated in the event. We had volunteers from the
following organizations participate:

Cub Scout Pack 11
Kennesaw Mtn HS NJROTC
Campbell HS Beta Club
McEachern HS Beta Club
KSU
Thanks!

“Earthworks” is published monthly by the Kennesaw
Mountain Trails Club.
		Editor:
Fred Feltmann
				770-516-9120
		E-mail: faf1948@bellsouth.net
Additional Volunteers needed! Call today!
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Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club Calendar

Date		 Time		Location		
Event
December, 2016
12/10

11:30 am - 4 pm

TBD		

Trail Work Day (Please note Our Winter Work Times!)

TBD		

Trail Work Day (Please note Our Winter Work Times!)

TBD		

Trail Work Day (Please note Our Winter Work Times!)

January, 2017
1/14

11:30 am - 4 pm

February, 2017
2/11

11:30 am - 4 pm

Register for
Our Work
Days!

Be sure to register
online for our Work
Days at http://vols.
pt/ePEkfb. By registering, we can be better prepared with
the amount of tools, bottled water, gloves, etc. on hand.

Photos
by Fred
Feltmann

Mark Your Calendars!

Upcoming Work Day Schedule: (Winter Schedule)
Our trail work days are open to the public on the 2nd Saturday
of each month and are a wonderful way to get outside &
enjoy nature while helping preserve the national park for
future visitors. We will meet at 11:30 am at the amphitheater
near the Visitor Center this month and usually are finished by
4:00 p.m. Parking will be at the Old Highway 41 Parking lot.
Please allow 10 - 15 minutes to walk to the amphitheater!
(Please arrive by 11:15 am!) Activities usually include the
use of shovels, rakes, picks, and other tools to fix erosion
problems on the 20+ mile trail system. Please do not
wear open-toed shoes. Long pants are recommended.
As winter months approach, weather conditions can change
quickly. We value our volunteers’ health, comfort and safety
so to promote safer work conditions, we’ll cancel work days
if the temperature is below 40 degrees and/or there’s a high
probability of precipitation. If we must cancel a workday,

we’ll post an announcement on the front page of the KMTC
website at: www.kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
If your school, church, business, or community organization
would like to schedule a special work day as a team
building or public service activity, e-mail us at kmtctrails@
kennesawmountaintrailclub.org at least 4 weeks in
advance. Trail work can be performed any day of the week.
We work closely with the Park Service and assist
the park staff by providing critically needed volunteer
effort to install signs, build bridges, and maintain the
20+ miles of trails. Since our beginning in 2002,
the Trail Club has donated over 45,000 volunteer
hours to Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park.
We hope to see you at a work day soon!
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Think Fifteen (15) for Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club

Please pay attention, or as I like to say: LISTEN UP! (Read this….please)

For almost the last four years, I’ve served as the Trail Director. While performing as a volunteer, along with
several thousand others over the years, we’ve made significant improvements to Kennesaw Mountain NBP.
I believe that we’ll all agree that we enjoy aiding the park.
While many of our projects are funded by the park, there is frequently a need to supplement with additional
money to complete our work. I’m sure that you, like me, enjoy showing off all the work volunteers have done.
The funds from the Park do help with the upkeep, but without our volunteer labor, the park simply would not
be as it is today and what it will be in the future.
We need money for our uncommitted funds; this money is used to cover additional expenses for our projects,
the purchase and maintenance of both tools and equipment, gloves, water, snacks and other associated
expenses. Also, we have corporation and insurance costs to cover. Please keep in mind that we are an allvolunteer organization, no paid staff or board members. All donations to the Trail Club support our work
at the park, and are tax deductible.
We are a nationally recognized club - having been presented the highest award in the National Park Service
in 2014, “The Hartzog Award for Volunteer Group.”
I appreciate everyone who worked with me on the trails. Now, as club president, I still need your help. To
everyone who comes and works, thank you. To everyone that supports our club, thank you too. We need
everyone to donate.
As we approach our fifteenth year, I ask you to please think ‘15’, like $15.. $30.. $45….. $150… $1500.  
Get the idea? Together we’ve done good work and had a good time but now we need your help to
continue!!! Pease send your tax deductible contribution to:
Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club*                                                       
Attn: Tom Okerberg
Whitlock Accounting Services
739 Kennesaw Avenue NW
Marietta, Ga. 30060
Donate Online: by using Guidestar on the Trail Club website
http://www.kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
* Corporate name is KEMO Trail Corps, Inc., a 501(c)(3) organization.
ALSO: Please check with employers about matching donations.

Thank you,

Think Fifteen ($)
Doug Tasse
KMTC President
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Changes in the Trail Club Historian Function
Rusty Bradley is the new KMTC board Historian. He will focus on History support of:
• 2nd Saturday Trail work days
• Interpretive aspects of NPS and KMTC events
• Guided hikes
Jay Haney, former Historian will remain on Rusty’s team as Club Archivist and focus on:
• KMTC web page for Club history
• KMTC web page for Club volunteer hours and value of hours
• Tracking to support reporting of KMTC VIPs who have attained or are approaching
4,000 career hours. Presidential VIP status.
• Assembling a KMTC archives that will facilitate the writing of a future Trail Club History
o To date records have been received from
 Richard Angeli—first KMTC board President
 Anne and David Strand—KMTC board secretary and TA Director for many
years
 Randall Bailey—project manager for the first NPS challenge grant, the
Barfield bottom bridge
 Complete records of the 150th Battle Anniversary
o Also, the web site houses major parts of the archives, most important being all
issues of Earthworks.

Please contact Jay Haney (770) 424-0635 or haney69jb@gmail.
com if you have any items you feel should be included in the
Trail Club Archives
Autumn At Kennesaw Mountain
Photos by Fred Feltmann
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Trail Work - A Labor of Love

The Harry, Danny & Doug team enjoyed a beautiful morning in the park on November 15th. There were two large, completely
dead trees with the bark fallen off which were on and adjacent to the Hardage Mill Trail. They’re not there anymore!
Also some jerk dumped two BIG tires into the woods at Horse Trailer Parking Lot. Well, they’re gone now.
Thank you observant Trail Ambassadors who reported these potential hazards.
Please be observant, be safe and we’ll all enjoy the trails.

Doug Tasse

Harry Carpenter Update

Harry has been released from Kennestone Hospital
and is at home recuperating. He and his family thank
you all for your thoughts and prayers. We all wish him
a speedy and full recovery.

Randy Whiten Update

Please keep Randy Whiten and his family in your
prayers. He recently underwent a serious operation
and is currently at home recuperating.

Photos by Doug Tasse.
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Family Day, 11/5/16 with Marietta
Schools
Photos by Fred Feltmann
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Work Day 11/12/16

Photos by Fred Feltmann
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Autumnal Evening
10/25/07
Fred Feltmann, Jr.

A full moon watching over a resting world.
The winds marshalling the clouds across a crisp black sky,
		
interspersed with far-off stars shepherding their own 		
			
worlds through the universe.
The clouds, going crisply to far off lands themselves.
Some alone.
		
Some in patchwork fashion.
			
Some as a phalanx, attacking distant lands.
				
Going quickly, pushed on by the winds of
					
Autumn.
The night, still, except for the rustling of the leaves in their 		
brilliant oranges, reds and yellows of Halloween.
		
The pines, whispering that Fall is here, but Winter's 		
			
a-coming!
The earth, preparing for another Autumnal evening.
Her critters hustling for shelter from the cool crisp winds 		
of the night.
		
Some gathering that last fallen acorn - preparing for 		
		
the rapidly oncoming Winter.
And the clouds, continuing their relentless march across the 		
Autumnal sky.
		
Rushing to another place, those cirrus clouds.
			
A wisp in the Autumnal winds.

Contact List - Updated 10/26/16
Position							

Name				

E-mail

President							Doug Tasse 		president@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Vice President						Curt Spinney
vp@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Secretary							
Anne Strand		 secretary@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Treasurer							Tom Okerberg		treasurer@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Historian							
Jay Haney			
historian@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Director, Program Planning 		
Trails Director						Ken Hale 		trails@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Membership Director				
Sherry Shogren		
membership@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Director (Scouts)					
Donald Olds		
director@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Communications Director			
Fred Feltmann		
comdirector@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Newsletter Editor					
Fred Feltmann		
comdirector@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Information/Technology Director		
Jerry Givan			
webmaster@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Trail Ambassador Director			
Janie Brier*			
ambassador@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Plants Director						
Danny Leigh		
plants@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Fundraising Director				
Bruce Rugg			
fundraising@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org

Website												

http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org/

Facebook Page										

http://www.facebook.com/kmtcsocial

Volunteer Sign-up website*						

http://vols.pt/ePEkfb

* updated
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Find Your Park

Kennesaw Mountain

National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior
Kennesaw Mountain
National Battlefiield Park

Got your phone or tablet on you?
Then take a selfie here at Kennesaw
Mountain with what you love about
this site.
The National Park Service turns 100 in August 2016
and wants to celebrate by encouraging all visitors to
“Find Your Park” - find what you love about America’s open spaces and historic,
natural, and cultural places. Kennesaw Mountain wants to celebrate you, too, by
showing you off!
Here’s how it works:

1. Take selfies posing with a “Found It!” sheet. The sheets are in the
Visitor Center vestibule and at the front desk. Have fun with your
photo but, above all, be sure the photo reflects your enjoyment of
Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park.
2. Photos should be a minimum resolution of 2048 x 1536.
3. Post your photo to your Instagram, Twitter, or Facebook page. Be sure to use the
hashtag, #KennesawBattlefieldSelfie.
4. Follow the rules - Please don’t take images that show violations of Battlefield
policy (off designated trails, recreation in non-designated areas, outside of
opening/closing times, drinking alcoholic beverages, etc.), or performing illegal
activities (relic hunting, poaching, removing plant life), vulgar/disrespectful
behavior, or pets off leash. These images should be family friendly!

900 Kennesaw Mountain Drive
Kennesaw, Georgia 30152
770-427-4686
E X P E R I E N C E Y O U R A M E R I C A™

Newsletter 11

http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org

Southeastern Foot Trails Coalition
Leadership Conference & Hiking Event
January 18-22, 2017
The Southeastern Foot Trails Coalition is holding their annual Leadership Conference meeting and
winter hiking event this coming January 18-22, 2017 at the Music Road Inn in Pigeon Forge Tennessee. The hiking component of this event is meant to continue the winter hiking tradition popularized
for 25 years by Wilderness Wildlife Week.
In conjunction with the Winter Hike Week, SEFTC will conduct its annual meeting and a special planning session on Saturday Jan 21, 2017 in the Music Road Resort convention facility. All hiking trail
building and maintaining clubs and organizations in the Southeast are invited to help us shape the
future of our organization. This “summit meeting” of Southeast organizations will assess the needs of
the southeastern trail community, and how best to serve those needs. Everyone is invited to provide
input to make this work.
For more information click on http://southeasternfoottrails.org/website-message-for2016-meeting.pdf or contact Jim Plant at jim@greenmon.com.

An interactive version of this map may be
found at http://southeasternfoottrails.org/
SEFTC-interconnected-trails.htm. Note the portion of trail that connects the Pinhote
to the Florida Trail is a work in progress.
This will eventually allow you to hike from
the tip of Florida to end of the Appalachian
Trail in Maine.
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Field of Flags - September 10 - 17, 2016

FLAGS ARE STILL AVAILABLE! Already have a flag? Remember that one of these special flags will make a very
meaningful gift! Also, you can sponsor a flag in someone’s honor or memory and donate it back to the club!
Flags may be purchased and/or picked up at Marietta Mower, 779 South Marietta Pkwy., Marietta, GA 30060, weekdays
between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Please share this info! There is a post on the Club’s Facebook page where you can
share on your own page to help get the word out!
Photos are being added regularly to our club’s (The Kiwanis) Facebook photo album 9/11 Field of Flags - 2016 and our
website photo gallery, so be sure to check them out! Some of the photos you’ll see were taken by individual participants.
Many were taken by club member Johnny Walker, who is also a professional photographer. Johnny is generously donating
proceeds from photos purchased to the Kiwanis Club of Marietta (GA) / Marietta Kiwanis Foundation. Click here for his
complete photo gallery and more info. www.911fieldofflags.com

Photos by Fred Feltmann
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Sponsors/Partners Corner

Many thanks to our Sponsors and Partners for their
support!

http://americanhiking.org

January Newsletter Deadline

If you wish to have an article published in the March
Newsletter, please submit it to Fred Feltmann at
faf1948@bellsouth.net no later than December
20th!
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